
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23rd January 2023 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

NEU strike action 

As you may be aware the NEU teaching union is beginning a series of strikes. Their dispute is with the 

government about its overall funding of education in the long term and its well below-inflation pay 

award partially funded from existing school budgets instead of fully funded by the DfE.   The NEU 

strike action is planned for Wednesday 1st February, Thursday 2nd March (in our region), Wednesday 

15th March and Thursday 16th March. 

Although the school leadership team are working in advance on contingency plans, we must anticipate 

the strike action causing disruption to the school’s provision of education and care for students, as this 

is its intention. This includes the possibility that we are unable to have some or all students on site.  It 

is possible that a decision to partially close to some students or fully close to all can only be taken on 

the morning of each strike, as although we ask in advance there is no legal obligation on union 

members to inform their employer of their intentions until the morning of the industrial action.  

Decisions about partial or full closure will be driven by the risk assessment of student safety i.e. 

whether we have sufficient staff to supervise students in all their lessons and at break and lunchtime. 

In the event of partial or full closure an element of educational activity will be offered online and 

communicated directly to students. 

We are aware of the uncertainty inevitably involved about what will happen on 1st February and will 

communicate updates whenever possible.  Thank you for your patience and cooperation in these 

circumstances. 

The Drug Detection Dog Visit 

The detection dog and its handler spent the day in school recently visiting as much of the site as the 

dog could manage (we are a large school and it is hard work on the dog, so it could not get to every 

room).  As we had hoped the dog gave us a firm ‘all clear’ in terms of the potential presence on site or 

on students of any illegal drugs.  Thank you for those parents who let us know their son or daughter is 

nervous around dogs - the dog will visit again in future, without notice, so the information you gave us 

will be used in our planning. 

School Rebuilding Programme 

Every year for the last 8 years we have applied to the DfE for funding to replace the ‘huts’ which were 

second hand when we got them 21 years ago and only intended to be used for 4 or 5 years until a new 



 
 
 
 

 
 

building was opened under ‘Building Schools for the Future’.  BSF was scrapped by Michael Gove in 

2010, before our new building/s had even reached the design phase.  I am pleased to confirm that our 

application to the School Rebuilding Programme in 2022, based on replacing the 18 classrooms and 

some offices in the huts with proper modern buildings, was successful.  We do not yet know any 

details yet but are hoping a major building project will provide us with 18 new classrooms and 

potentially other new facilities too.  This is very pleasing news, and I will keep you updated as we learn 

more. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Patrick Earnshaw 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 
 
 
 

 
 

 


